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constituents might recall their deputies and choose
others in their place so that every undulation of
popular feeling might be transmitted to the Parliament,
or else the electorate might demand that certain
measures should be submitted to its own immediate
decision. It was the latter plan which Condorcet
favoured. He proposed the Referendum, and this
in a form so extreme that, if adopted, it must have
produced a complete legislative deadlock. He
actually recommended that, upon the requisition
of two departments demanding an amendment or
a law or a measure of general policy, the legislature
should be forced to summon all the primary assemblies
of the Republic, and that, if the majority of these
assemblies agreed to the proposition, a general election
should be held.5

Such was the last word of practical wisdom
bequeathed by the Girondin philosopher. A few
months later, after a bitter struggle, his party was
proscribed by the Jacobins, and he died by his own
hand to escape the guillotine. His constitutional
scheme was taken up by a Jacobin committee and
rapidly revised by the facile pen of Herault de Sechelles.
Universal suffrage was retained but the referendum
made more difficult. The executive council was
enlarged to twenty-four and was still chosen by a
system of popular election, the Legislature naming
the members from lists of candidates drawn up by
the electoral assemblies of the departments. The
assembly was still to consist of a single chamber;
but whereas Condorcet had spread out a programme
of democratic propaganda abroad, the final draft
proclaimed the principle of non-intervention. Such
provisions were calculated to please the democracy;